
D
Photographer, Writer and Director

uringthe70sandearly80sWILLIE
CHRISTIE workedextensivelyasa
photographerwith British Vogue,which
includedworkingcloselywith Grace
Coddington(They also married) and
the lateLiz Tilberis. He wentonto
shoot 10Vogue covers andmany

insidespreadswith them.His portfolio includesaward
winningadvertisingcampaigns(L̓Oréal andYves St
Laurent), fashionandportrait work for international
icons (Cary Grant, Grace Jones, DouglasFairbanks Jnr,
Sir JohnMills, CatherineDeneuve...) andRock ʻnʼRoll
albumcoversandportraits (Rolling Stones,Pink Floyd,
David Bowie, BryanFerry, Lou Reed...)
Willie Christie̓sworkhasbeenshowcasedinVision

Gallery (Arizona), theLittle Black Gallery in London,
The Ivy, London andwaschosenfor the RAs̓ Summer
Exhibition 2011.His Iconic Mick Jaggerportraitof 1969
was selected for the international tour of Les Recontres
DA̓rles 2010exhibition.
His workis featuredinawideselectionof books

including;People inVoguebyRobinDerrick & Robin
Muir, WonderfulTodaybyPattieBoyd, InsideOut: A
PersonalHistory of Pink Floyd byNick Mason,ʻVogue
PhotographicCovers̓ byValerieLloyd, ʻA Memoir̓ by
Grace Coddington,An Affectionate PunchbyJustin de
Villeneuve and T̒heRolling Stones̓ Taschen̓sdefinitive
pictorial history of the band. Both images that appeared
in this bookalsowereexhibited in Taschen̓sStones
Exhibition in Los Angeles2014.
Justin deVilleneuve alsoincludes Willie in his top

three photographers. Richard Avedon and Bert Stern to
nametheother two.

Willie
Christie

Curriculum Vitae*
(*or How it̓s all been going for Willie so far)

In 1968,whilst (vainly) tryingtofind ajobinthefilm
industry, Willie auditioned for Federico Fellini, only to be
told by the greatman that he was v̒ery beautiful but not
experienced enough̓. That would be none at all.
He workedbrieflyonRichardBurton & Elizabeth

Taylor̓s yacht, Kalizma. Mostly cleaning up their Pekinese
poo…
He played (mimed) with Roxy Music on Top of The

Pops, substitutingfor their bassplayerwhohadgone
missing.
ThelateDavid Anthony gavehimhisfirst jobin

photography,which decided Willie to continue in that
field. Then he spent a year working for Clive Arrowsmith,
before turning pro in 1970
Having donea lot of photographyin 1970/1for the in-

famous Lady Clare Rendlesham -who had opened up Yves
St Laurent̓s first Boutique in London -Clare askedhim in
7̒2to curate & designthemusic for Yves̓ Fashion Couture
Show that year.
In 1977Willie filmed the opening sequenceto S̒hine on

You CrazyDiamondʼ for Pink Floyd s̓ ʻAnimalsTour̓ .
Finally in 1982,Willie got behind a movie camera

andbeganwriting anddirecting commercials andmusic
videosincludingPink Floyd̓s 20minute video for F̒inal
Cut̓ and the first cinema commercial for ʻMedway̓ Shoes.
He directedover60 commercials during the next few
years. Many of his advertisements went on to win awards

includingCreative Circle, Lion andClio amongstothers.
In 1998headaptedandfilmed T̒he Whisper̓, from a

short story by Anton Chekhov starring Michael Gough,
Jamie Glover andfourteen-year-oldEmma Pierson. This
was shown in Festivals around the world and reached the
final list for BAFTAʼs ʻBest Short Filmʼ Award.



Willie
Christie

Curriculum Vitae*
(*or Creative Adventures: How it̓s all been going for Willie so far)

In 1999he directed a limited run of S̒iren̓ by David
Williamson atLondon̓s Grace Theatre.
The launchofWillie Christie̓ sLimited-Edition

Collection in 2011markedthefirst time thephotographer
had delved into his personal archives to showcasework
that had not beendisplayed for over three decades.
Following asuccessfulPrivate View atSophieBirdwood
Gallery he immediatelyfollowed up at E̒ight̓ in London̓s
City. In December2011he held a one-nightshow in aid
of F̒acingtheWorld̓ andhasheldfurtherotherPrivate
Views at S̒ophieBirdwood̓ andthe critically acclaimed
showat The Ivy Club in 2012.
Willie has also given several talks on his work.
In 2013hedesigneda BT ArtBox in aid of ChildLine.

Theboxwasdisplayedin awindowof Harvey Nichols
andstood outside Vogue House for four weeksbefore

beingsold to aprivate buyer.
Over the last few years his new work -and old -has

beenshowcasedinSchonmagazine, Classic Rock, Prog,
RussianVogue,VivienneWestwood,FrenchElle and
predominantlyinEncens magazine:theiconic French
magazineis focusedon fashion asartform from the
perspective of designers rather than trends.
A major spread (20 Pages approx.) appearsin the N̒ight

Swim/Issue 111̓ issueof TheUnseasonalanew US
Magazineconcentratingon u̒niquecollaborations with some
of themostcreative andsought-afterpersonalities in the
fieldsof fashion, contemporaryart, and celebrity culture̓ .

November 2019,Willie shothisfirst majorreturnto
fashion photography after 40 years, by shooting 20pages
for Encens. Theworkwassowell receivedtheyaskedhim
to repeattheexercise.This shootwasunfortunately
postponeddueto travel restrictions.
In 2019Fashion and Cultural Historian, Laura McLaws

Helms,recruitedWillie totalk abouthis life asa
photographerandother things for her L̒ady̓s After
Hours̓ Podcast.
PROG 2019Magazinealso interviewed him in depth

abouthiswork for Pink Floyd.

FILM PROJECTS
Willie currentlyhasTHREE screenplayslookingfor
production. Thesehaveall beenprofessionally critiqued
andall have received Green Light evaluation. One as a
DoubleRecommend(USA & UK) theothertwoboth,
ConsiderGrade...

LOGLINES:
LADIES WONʼT WAIT / Noir- mystery -thriller.
As he searchesfor his beloved wife, ex-SpecialAgent,
Mike Kells, isdrawninto alabyrinth of kidnap,sexand
betrayal acrosspost-warEurope. (RecommendUS&UK)

IN SEARCH OF WORDS/ Maturationdrama
After a tragiccaraccident that kills his parents and
leaveshimspeechlesswithseverePTSD, Hongkongsese
Am er i canCedric Bradford, a13-year-oldpianoplaying
prodigy, issentto aboarding school in England where he
mustfight to reclaim his geniusor fall by the
wayside forever. (ConsiderUK)

WOMAN IN ABLACK HAT / Thriller
Accidental deathof anart-dealerhavingbeenmysteriously
secur ed bySpecialBranch,opensthewayfor aRussian,
suffering fromAsperger̓sSyndrome,tocomelookingfor the
dealer̓sinnocent and uncomprehendingwife. (Consider UK)

ToseeWillie̓s Christie̓s Screenplays/Director̓s
Reel. Contact: willie.christie@me.com

TELEVISION
Apart fromhisFilm projects, Willie is also in
partnershipwith highlyregardedtelevision production
company-STORYVAULT TV -to head-upaTV show
onPhotography.
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T
WILLIE CHRISTIE - THEN & NOW

heproposedtitle ofWillie̓ s first
anthologyofhiswork. It hadbeen
notedthat hiswork from the1970̓s
remainshighly relevant today.And
althoughmostlyretiredfrom
professionalphotography– heis
currently working on a commissioned

film script amongst others -Willie has gathered together
a highly enviable teamfor his first book, showcasing
his work from the 70̓sand 80̓sand the more recent work.
Hence ʻThen & Now‘ (Please see Page 2 on submissions
document).
TheNow & Then teamincludeeditorial adviser

Harriet Wilson (ex-directorof Editorial Administration
andRights,CondeNastPublications), Picture Editor
Michael Trow, designerTimothyRennie(Creative
Director @Epiphany51) andRobinMuir, arguablythe
UK̓s greatestcurator andwriter on photographic
matters has been behind the project all the way, offering
his invaluable opinion andguidance.
The legendaryand influencial Vogue style director

Grace Coddington has written the Foreword.
Together theteamhaveput together a33 page

presentationdocumentwith textbyWillie Christie.
Information regarding the book can be read on the second
pageof the pdf presentation document.

WHAT THE PRESS SAY

—Sexy polished and subtly sinister,
hisphotoarchive is todie for“ .

T HE T IM E S

—Although Christie‘swork is incredibly slick and its
prevailing focus isupon theglamour modelsand

celebrities of his era, it contains a beguiling otherness
that travels far beyond the fashion sphereand poses
questionsabout reality, identity and arti› ce“ -

A N O TH ER M A g A z INE

—Perhaps themost astonishing thing about Willie
Christie is that his career as a fashion photographer

spans little more than a decade.“
Hu FFI N g T ON P OST

—Willie‘s work with Grace Coddington was one the great
personal and professional partnershipsof its time…“

R ES I D EN T M A g A z INE 2011

—In the › elds of fashion photography there are few pioneers who
stand out not merely ascapturersof a transitory image, but as

artistsin their ownright. WillieChristieisoneof them.“
RESIDENTMAGAZINE

—WillieChristiewas responsible for someof themost
memorable glamour images in the mid 70‘s and early 80‘s“

AnOther Magazine

—Hiscarefully constructed imagesplacehis
subjects inall tooperfect framesthat leavesa surreal

and at timesalmost sinister aftertaste“
AnOther Magazine

—It is total mystery how you havemade, 30 yearsago,
picturesthat aretotally relevant today- westill haveto invent

another word than just timelessfor you... becauseof this
magic! We want them all!!!!“
E NC ENS M A g A z INE

Contini Contemporary 

Contini Contemporary 
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