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ArtƟandƟdesign
Interview
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ŌYouƟlearnƟhowƟtoƟbeƟidioticƟartistsŒšƟGilbertƟśƟGeorgeƟonƟfameŞƟrebellionƟandƟ
theirƟmèsterèƟnewƟcollaborator
RichƟPelleè

ŌH ello girls,Á greets 82-Zear-old Gilbert Prousch, one half of art duo Gilbert & George, as he shakes mZ hand Xhen I
arriWe at his house Xith a WerZ important guest in toX. He kisses his other guest on the cheek. Gilbert is Italian after
all.

ÀThis XaZ,Á he saZs, ushering us into the four-storeZ, 18th-centurZ Georgian toXnhouse in Fournier Street,
SpitalÑelds, east London, Xhere he and the other half of his duo, George Passmore, 84, haWe liWed since the late 1960s. Back then,
theZ rented the ground Òoor for c16 a month. NoX, theZ oXn the Xhole house. I bet it costs a bit more noX.

UK

SigO iO

20/06/2026, 10:16 ¶YRX leaUQ hRZ WR be idiRWic aUWiVWV·: GilbeUW & GeRUge RQ fame, UebelliRQ aQd WheiU m\VWeU\ QeZ cRllabRUaWRU _ AUW aQd deVigQ _ The GXaUdiaQ

hWWSV://ZZZ.WhegXaUdiaQ.cRm/aUWaQddeVigQ/2026/jXQ/18/gilbeUW-aQd-geRUge-eQdleVV-iQWeUYieZ-RXU-geRUge-cURmSWRQ 1/8

https://support.theguardian.com/uk/contribute?force-landing-page=2026-06-05_WEEKLY_PRICING_HEADER__UK:V1_WEEKLY_PRICE&REFPVID=mqm57boustqi7ealn320&INTCMP=header_support_2026-06-05_WEEKLY_PRICING_HEADER__UK_V1_WEEKLY_PRICE&acquisitionData=%7B%22source%22:%22GUARDIAN_WEB%22,%22componentId%22:%22header_support_2026-06-05_WEEKLY_PRICING_HEADER__UK_V1_WEEKLY_PRICE%22,%22componentType%22:%22ACQUISITIONS_HEADER%22,%22campaignCode%22:%22header_support_2026-06-05_WEEKLY_PRICING_HEADER__UK_V1_WEEKLY_PRICE%22,%22abTests%22:%5B%7B%22name%22:%222026-06-05_WEEKLY_PRICING_HEADER__UK%22,%22variant%22:%22V1_WEEKLY_PRICE%22%7D%5D,%22referrerPageviewId%22:%22mqm57boustqi7ealn320%22,%22referrerUrl%22:%22https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2026/jun/18/gilbert-and-george-endless-interview-our-george-crompton%22,%22isRemote%22:true%7D
https://www.theguardian.com/
https://www.theguardian.com/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree
https://www.theguardian.com/sport
https://www.theguardian.com/culture
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/artanddesign
https://www.theguardian.com/tone/interview
https://www.google.com/preferences/source?q=theguardian.com
https://www.theguardian.com/profile/rich-pelley
https://profile.theguardian.com/signin?INTCMP=DOTCOM_NEWHEADER_SIGNIN&ABCMP=ab-sign-in&componentEventParams=componentType=identityauthentication&componentId=guardian_signin_header
Contini Contemporary 



I sneak a peek through a door at one of manZ liWing rooms croXded Xith antiques. As I Xalk further into the house, something
feels odd. I realise that there¾s no kitchen. Then I remember: Gilbert & George famoVslZ haWe no kitchen. TheZ haWe long regarded
cooking as time Xasted Xhen theZ could be making art » theZ balk at the idea that the ÀaWerage houseXife spends 27 Zears in the
kitchenÁ, as theZ put it » and so eat out or haWe food brought in eWerZ daZ (more on their faWourite haunts later).

We cross the courtZard into an impossiblZ Xarm studio to Ñnd George, dressed in a broXn Irish tXeed suit to complement
Prousch¾s green. The pair sXitched from Scottish to Irish tXeed in 2014 to mark their disapproWal of the Scottish independence
referendum. Together in their colourful suits, theZ are unmistakablZ the Gilbert & George I¾We come to recognise: part artist duo,
part double act knoXn for being deadpan, mischieWous and deÑantlZ unchanged. The contrast is the point: here are tXo polite
gentlemen in beautiful tailoring, Xhose art has for decades reWelled in seY, bodilZ Òuids, sXear Xords, religion, death, urban
grime and (ahem) schoolboZ smut.
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We sit at the long studio table, Xhich is croXded Xith Xorks in progress: medicine from the chemist, neXspapers (George is
reading todaZ¾s Telegraph) and cured meat.

ÀWhat haWe Zou tXo been doing? Eating sausages?Á asks the guest, taking the mick.

ÀYes. Sandra brings them in eWerZ daZ,Á saZs George.

Which Sandra he¾s talking about is unclear. It could be Sandra, the Xaitress at the Golden Grill, the local cafe Xhere theZ used to
eat dailZ as part of their ÀLiWing SculptureÁ philosophZ, Xhich stipulated that eWen their dailZ routines became a Xork of art. But
the Golden Grill closed Zears ago, and I¾m not sure there¾s a Sandra at their current faWourite, east London¾s Mangal 1 Turkish
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grill. Or it might be Sandra Esqulant, landladZ of the nearbZ Golden Heart pub, Xho has looked after them for decades. Or
perhaps eWerZone Xho feeds them just becomes a Sandra. At least I recognise the other recent Wisitor theZ mention, ÀTraceZÁ » as
in Emin » Xho popped round on MondaZ. Her arriWal caused a brief panic because theZ didn¾t knoX her preferred tea. Earl GreZ, it
turns out.

ÀWe knoX her quite Xell,Á saZs Gilbert. It¾s not surprising » Emin also liWed nearbZ in the 90s, Xhen all three Xere part of the
Britart scene.

ÀThis is mZ friend, Rich,Á saZs the guest. ÀHe¾s a Xriter.Á

ÀYou Xrite? MarWellous,Á saZs George. ÀWhat sort of thing? NoWels?Á

ÀNo, for neXspapers. HaWe Zou got todaZ¾s Guardian?Á I saZ, keen to shoX oū mZ bZline.

ÀCertainlZ not,Á saZs George, Òapping his copZ of the Telegraph at me. ÀWhat do Zou think Xe are?Á

OÖÉƟcenÓÉeƟaÓÓÉacÓÍƟaƠÍmallƟbÖÓƟÍeÉioÖÍƟĻƟoÉƟpeÉhapÍƟÖnÍeÉioÖÍƟĻƟcÉoâd
GilbeÉÓƟśƟGe¾Ége
I am here at their house as the plus one of the 41-Zear-old London artist Endless. He Xas the Ñrst street artist to eYhibit at the
UŮ[i GallerZ in Florence, an institution better knoXn for Botticellis and Michelangelos than pieces bZ artists armed Xith spraZ
cans. That Xork, Xhich he donated to the museum in 2021, is called EYG&G, and features Endless alongside Gilbert & George in
their studio: the duo are shoXn as liWing sculptures, Xhile Endless hides behind a maga[ine.

It¾s a sign of the unlikelZ bond that has formed betXeen them. Endless has become such a part of the furniture at Fournier Street
that he can knock on the door more or less XheneWer he likes (Gilbert & George do not haWe mobile phones). Their friendship has
prompted some rumours in the art Xorld: are the duo quietlZ handing their eYpertise » and eWen legacZ » doXn? This is
something I¾m keen to Ñnd out.

The trio seem unlikelZ collaborators: tXeed-suited conserWatiWe maWericks on the one hand, an edgZ street artist on the other.
HoX did theZ meet?

ÀIt has nothing to do Xith public laWatories,Á jokes George.

The truth is that the pair, Xho like to source subject matter Xithin Xalking distance of their home, noticed an Endless street piece
on a nearbZ Xall and photographed it to feature in a 2015 eYhibition in Singapore. When Endless discoWered this, he got in touch,
both baűed and Òattered. TheZ began corresponding bZ letter; a decade later, Endless noX Wisits them on a XeeklZ basis.

The piece that got Gilbert & George¾s attention » entitled Crotch Grab » is a signature of sorts for Endless, and is a reXorking of a
90s CalWin Klein adWert featuring Mark Wahlberg in his underpants (Endless has also made a neX customised Wersion of the
artXork for the Guardian). What Xas it theZ liked so much about it?

ÀIt¾s diŮcult to eYplain. It just appealed,Á saZs George. In 2018, Endless depicted Gilbert & George grabbing their crotches in
Union Jack boYer shorts.
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ConWersation turns to the duo¾s neX eYhibition, a reXorking of their 1990 London and NeX York Worlds and WindoXs eYhibition.
It is on displaZ at the Gilbert & George Centre, a conWerted 19th-centurZ breXerZ that opened in 2023 round the corner from their
home. In line Xith their ÀArt for AllÁ ethos, the centre oūers free admission, and attracts, according to the pair, Àa small but
serious, or perhaps unserious, croXdÁ.

Some preliminarZ prints for the shoX are hanging on the Xall.

ÀYou knoX George is dead » George Crompton?Á saZs George, pointing to a Ñgure in one of the neX artXorks. Crompton Xas a
homeless man » a Àlost soulÁ, as theZ put it » Xho Xould turn up most daZs, and Xho theZ¾d inWite inside to keep Xarm. ÀHe¾d
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YoV'We read 5 articles in the last Zear

AnƟincredibleƟselfĺownƠ

had a lot of bad luck in life, so it should be a lesson to us all,Á saZs George. ÀWe could all be Georges if something had gone a bit
Xrong.Á

Crompton Xould sit in Xhat Gilbert calls Àthe relaYing chairÁ in the corner of the studio, Xatching the pair at Xork. ÀIt Xas
intriguing for him,Á saZs George. ÀHe Xas a harmless, nice person, WerZ calm. He felt part of things.Á

ÀWe Xent to see him Xhen he died in the hospice,Á adds Gilbert.

ÀHe Xasn¾t unhappZ,Á saZs George. ÀI think he kneX and accepted that he Xas going to fade aXaZ.Á

Crompton noX appears, posthumouslZ, in tXo neX Xorks at the duo¾s latest shoX, standing outside their famous front door.

ÀYou¾We immortalised him,Á I saZ.

ÀI like to think so, as near as Xe can,Á saZs George.

YoÖƟleaÉnƟhoâƟÓoƟbeƟanƟaÉÓiÍÓƟfÉomƟpeopleƟâhoƟaÉeƟgÉeaÓeÉƟÓhanƟèoÖ
EndleÍÍ
With a shifting cast of Wisitors » friends, neighbours, food proWiders » passing through their home, I Xonder hoX the
octogenarians feel about an artist half their age inWiting himself round, seeminglZ anZ time he likes. ÀIt has Xorked out Xell so
far,Á smiles George.

And hoX does Endless feel about his place in this reWolWing cZcle? ÀYou learn hoX to be an artist from people Xho are greater
than Zou,Á he saZs.

ÀHoX to learn to be big-headed, idiotic artists,Á George saZs.

Endless studied Gilbert & George at Cambridge School of Art (ÀCambridge? You must be WerZ cleWer,Á pipes in Gilbert). Gilbert
studied in Val Gardena, Hallein and Munich; George at Dartington and the OYford School of Art (ÀI¾m oWertrained,Á he saZs). TheZ
later met at St Martin¾s School of Art on London¾s Charing Cross Road in the 60s.

ÀSt Martin¾s Xas eYtraordinarilZ famous all oWer the Xorld at that time,Á saZs Gilbert.

ÀCharing Cross Road in the late 60s Xas the centre of the uniWerse for fashion and music,Á adds George. ÀEWerZ minor actor had to
be photographed there.Á Did St Martin¾s make Uhem feel famous? ÀYes,Á saZs George.

ÀBut Zou rebelled against Xhat theZ Xere teaching,Á saZs Endless.

ÀWe didn¾t accept formalism: shapes and colours,Á saZs Gilbert. ÀWe did our oXn thing.Á

WhZ did theZ decide to Xork as a pair? ÀFor a liWing sculpture, it Xas a WerZ good idea to haWe tXo people, not one,Á saZs Gilbert.

ÀTXo makes a composition; one doesn¾t,Á adds George. ÀThe Xorld is tXos. In the cities, in the jungle, eWen in the animal
kingdom.Á

ÀHaWe tXo noX become three?Á I ask. ÀHuh?Á ÀHe¾s asking if Xe¾re a threesome,Á saZs Endless.

What I Xant to knoX is: are Zou handing doXn Zour legacZ to Endless?

ÀI don¾t eWen knoX Xhat ½legacZ¾ means,Á counters Endless.

ÀLeg oWer-sZ,Á saZs George, his schoolboZ smut returning.

Gilbert & George are staZing put » lunch is due anZ minute » but there¾s just time for Endless to sneak me into
the Gilbert & George Centre, Xhere the preWious eYhibition is being dismantled to make XaZ for the neYt. On the Xall, George
Crompton alreadZ looms seWeral metres high: the lost soul from their studio chair noX getting the full Gilbert & George send-oū.

The artists haWe long planned for their oXn absence, treating eWen death as part of their project. The Xorks still in their
possession are to be left to the centre, free to the public » a Ñnal eYtension of Art for All. If theZ are handing anZthing doXn to
Endless, it maZ be less about oXnership than attitude.

ÀIt¾s seeing hoX theZ liWe, hearing their stories from the past, and hoX theZ haWe it in their minds that theZ¾ll alXaZs push
forXard and neWer stop,Á he saZs. ÀTheZ¾We got their Wision, their focus, and theZ neWer Weer aXaZ from it. WhateWer theZ feel in
that moment, theZ turn into art. That¾s inspiring.Á

Perhaps that¾s hoX legacies are reallZ passed on: not bZ inheritance, but bZ eYample. Endless has certainlZ been pushing forXard
this Zear: Xorking on a giant mural on the side of Indelible Fine Art GallerZ in Brighton; and preparing for eYhibitions in London,
Milan and Rome.

ÀYou can¾t take oWer Xhat theZ¾We done,Á saZs Endless. ÀBut Zou can carrZ the spirit forXard.Á

OVr George CrompUon, Worlds and WindoXs is aU Uhe GilberU & George CenUre, London, Uo 2027; Endless X London is aU Cris ConUini
ConUemporarZ, London, Uo 25 JVlZ.
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